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Editorial Comment

Fish industry needs more support

 ish industry as a sub-sector of 
 agriculture could accelerate the 
 development of the country’s 
food security if utilized and exploited well.

The different calls being made for protect-
ing the fish industry should be embraced.

F
Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

As countries establish themselves as 
major agricultural producers, the fish in-
dustry can be used to catapult the local 
market in that regard.

Therefore the country needs adoption of 
appropriate production systems, the de-
velopment of infrastructure that supports 
agribusinesses, especially fish farming 
and the implementation of policies that 
spur investments in the sector.

Some countries are relatively well ad-
vanced when it comes to the adoption of 
technology and climate-smart practices, 
and this has lifted output, lowered costs, 
and ensured that product quality is con-
sistent, and so the same can be done 
here.

Authorities should help players in the fish 
industry to be focused more on value-ad-
dition and processing, and contributing to 
heightened exports, returns and employ-
ment.

In addition, authorities can consider inter-
ventions that stimulate innovation and the 
adoption of technology, such as tax in-
centives. There should also be a focus on 

preventing illegal trade and on developing 
policies that improve investor confidence 
and reduce the cost of funding.

We believe that there are untapped op-
portunities in the fishing industry, to be-
come a leading supplier.

The COVID-19 crisis, which severely dis-
rupted global supply chains, has high-
lighted the importance of local production 
and self-sufficiency.

Growing fisheries industry should be pro-
tected. Maybe one day, the local sector 
will become a force to reckon with on the 
world trade platforms.

Let us also bank on the dialogue by differ-
ent stakeholders in the farming communi-
ty on improving the fish industry to spur 
the sector.

Enjoy the read and remember to share 
with us your opinions, comments and 
letters.

Till next time!

Every drop is precious
KSB has been providing pumps and valves for more than 60 years to the farming community 
and other industries in South Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa.

Our pumps and valves help farmers to get the water where it is needed. Whatever the 
agricultural application, KSB - the right partner for you

KSB Pumps and Valves (Pty) Ltd
Tel: +27 11 876 5600, email: info-za@ksb.com •www.ksb.com/ksb-za
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Annual agricultural campaign launched

Prime Minister Carlos Agostinho do Rosario recently launched the 
annual agricultural marketing campaign in the country’s southern 
province of Gaza, where he said that about 16 million tons of various 
products are expected to be traded.

In the previous campaign, about 14.8 million tons of agricultural 
products were traded.

“The launch of the agricultural marketing campaign aims to urge pro-
ducers and stakeholders in the process to ensure that all agricultural 
surplus is absorbed by the domestic and foreign markets,” said Ro-
sario at the launching ceremony in the district of Chongone.

Cereals, tubers and beans are among the products for promotion 
and the government expects producers to make extra income from 
the campaign.

The Prime Minister acknowledged that the losses in the agriculture 
sector are unavoidable, “but with all the combined effort it is possible 
to guarantee product quality and increase it.”

Mango, coconut growth at Afrifruta

Huge worldwide demand for dried mango has fuelled 25 percent 
year-on-year growth in its production at fruit processor Afrifruta.
Afrifruta, now the largest supplier of fresh coconut to South Africa, 
supplies European retail prepackers with dried organic and conven-
tional mango and dried organic coconut, next week loading their last 
export container of dried mango for the season, to be shipped out 
from Durban.

The 1,200mm of rain from December to February affected the inter-
nal quality and reduced their mango volumes this season.

Tobacco dependent economies struggle to find alternative

When the World Health Organization initiated its anti-smoking cam-
paign over a decade ago, tobacco-growing countries became in-
creasingly concerned about the economic challenges they would 
face.

Tobacco production in Africa dates to the 1900s and the main ex-
porters of tobacco are Zimbabwe, Malawi and Mozambique, accord-
ing to data from statistics.

The export value of tobacco in Zimbabwe was $783 million; in Mala-
wi it was $500 million; and in Mozambique, it was $252 million, per 
the data.

Velings to launch African aquaculture investment fund

A new fund dedicated to investing in African aquaculture projects is 
due to be launched later this year, according to Mike Velings, founder 
of Aqua-Spark. Speaking at the World Ocean Summit, Velings re-
vealed that plans are being made to launch the fund “by the sum-
mer”, in response to concerns that Africa was being left behind in 
terms of aquaculture growth.

Velings’ announcement followed a well-made point by Manuel Ba-
range, head of fisheries and aquaculture policy at the FAO, who 
noted that Africa was in danger of being left behind in terms of the 
availability of fish and seafood products for its growing population.

“If you look at the composition of this panel, we all come from a very 
American, European, developed world context. From that point of 
view, from a business perspective, I think there is a very sweet spot 
that is being found, but the majority of aquaculture comes from Chi-
na – 60 percent is from China, 85 percent from Asia and if there’s one 
place that aquaculture needs to develop that is aquaculture. Africa 

only has 2.5 percent of global aquaculture production, and will be 
the only continent that – unless we do something about aquaculture 
development there – per capita fish consumption will drop by 2030. 
Just think about that. Just think where is food needed… well Africa 
will have a drop. There the difficulties are completely different than 
one has in developing aquaculture in Europe or the US,” noted Ba-
range.
Agro expert calls for greater use of Chinese knowledge

Africa needs to take full advantage of its close-ties and cooperation 
with China, in terms of technology transfer, skills and policy devel-
opment, to fully revolutionize its agricultural sector, according to an 
agricultural expert. Such help means Mozambique could potentially 
tackle a rice shortfall it usually experiences of between an estimated 
400,000 and 600,000 tonnes.

Andrew Cox, Chief of Staff and Strategy at the Alliance for a Green 
Revolution in Africa (AGRA), said there are many lessons the con-
tinent can draw from China in its bid to transform the sector and 
change the lives of its people.

“Because of China’s experience in transforming the entire country 
around agriculture, we want to see China’s experience, its knowl-
edge, its investment, its technical expertise to come through every-
where,” Cox said.

The fact that the people who spearheaded the agricultural revolution 
in China are still alive and working, he added, was a crucial advan-
tage for Africa to capitalize on.

Cox said China’s claim it has eliminated absolute poverty while en-
couraging industrialization and urbanization and still transforming its 
rural and agricultural sector is an “extraordinarily important” example 
worth following for Africa.

Promotion of agricultural and rural development, as well as poverty 
eradication in developing countries, especially in Africa, has always 
been a priority of China’s foreign aid.

Millers pay for duty free wheat quota

More than 250 000 tonnes of wheat have been lying in containers at 
the Durban and Richards Bay ports for about a month after the South 
African Revenue Services (Sars) withdrew the European Union free 
duty quota for local millers. 

On 11 February, grain importers were elated to see that Sars had 
gazetted the duty-free quota. But the next day, the revenue service 
recalled it without giving any reasons. 

A private email from millers to other grain importers, which the Mail 
& Guardian has seen, shows the level of confusion the retraction 
caused.

The email read: “Sars retracted the first notice published on the 11th 
February 2021 with ambiguous reasons that the notice, which was 
published, was actually not published and traders, therefore, could 
not have qualified for a preferential quota rate. As a result, it ordered 
traders to cancel the declarations made following the notice, which it 
had since removed from the web.”

According to the email, Sars also said that if millers did not cancel 
their orders, there would be consequences.
The quota forms part of the economic partnership agreement be-
tween the European Union and the Southern African Customs Union 
(SACU) countries — Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, Namibia and 
South Africa. It came into effect in 2016. 

The EU guarantees Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, and 
Eswatini 100% duty free access to its market. It also fully or partially 
removes customs duties on 98.7 percent of South African imports. 

News Briefs
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Protect fisheries for food security - Maita
 overnment urged farmers to 
 safeguard fishing resources for 
 food security and to allow the 
country to earn foreign exchange from 
exports.

Augusta Maita, the minister of Sea, In-
land Waters and Fisheries said scientist 
have warned of worrying slowdown of the 
prawn harvest in several countries, due 
to lack of sustainable management mea-
sures and non-compliance by fishermen.

“There are countries, even in our region, 
that no longer have the fishing resource, 
because they were unable to keep the 
right balance between fishing and profit-
ing today and fishing and benefiting to-
morrow and always,”  Maita said. Though 
the country runs a closed season from 
November to March, fisheries inspec-
tions authorities seized seven tonnes of 
prawns, compared to 11 tonnes confis-
cated in 2020.

Maita said the fall in the number of sei-
zures is an unequivocal indication that the 
persuasive measures adopted towards 
fishing communities are producing the 

G

desired results of education and aware-
ness.

Meanwhile the target for fisheries pro-
duction this year is 480,000 tonnes and 
artisanal fishing is expected to play a 
crucial role in meeting the target, despite 
the challenges brought by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The minister also pointed out that the 
government has been compelled to adopt 
certain measures to alleviate the plight of 
fishermen, such as amending the decree 
on Fishing Rights and Licensing concern-
ing the payment of licensing fees, which 
will be made in instalments should there 
be extreme weather events, such as the 

cyclones recorded recently.

Government has also passed the Stan-
dard Statute for Community Fishing 
Councils (CCP) which will enhance the 
legitimacy and the activities of these local 
bodies.

However, some representatives of fish-
ing companies expressed concern at the 
length of the closed season, as prawns 
are migratory species. Rodrigues Xavier, 
a representative of semi-industrial fish-
ing, argued that the closed season should 
cease by the end of February, because 
after that month fishermen can hardly find 
any of the crustaceans.
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General News

30 countries join global initiative to tackle 
marine litter
 ountries from across the oceans 
 team up to tackle marine plastic 
 litter under the ambitious GloLit-
ter Partnerships Project.

A major international project that will help 
reduce marine plastic litter from maritime 
transport and fishing sectors is up for a 
successful start, after getting 30 countries 
on board. Five regions will be represented 
in this global effort: Asia, Africa, the Ca-
ribbean, Latin America and the Pacific.

The GloLitter Partnerships Project is im-
plemented by the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) and the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization of the United Na-
tions (FAO), with initial funding from the 
Government of Norway via the Norwegian 
Agency for Development Cooperation 
(Norad).

The project aims to help the maritime 
transport and fishing sectors move to-
wards a low-plastics future. To achieve 
this goal, this initiative will assist develop-
ing countries to apply best practices for 
prevention, reduction and control of ma-
rine plastic litter from those sectors. 

Plastic litter has devastating effects on 
our oceans, marine life and human health. 
It also has measurable impacts on the 
fishing and shipping industries. 

Discarded fishing gear can pose a seri-
ous risk to fishers as the nets or lines can 
become entangled in boat propellers or 
cause engine damage. There is also an 
economic impact when fishers or fish-
eries lose their gear or fish species are 
caught in discarded gear.

Lost containers might also pose a col-
lision hazard for ships. Reducing and 
preventing marine plastic litter is vital to 
safeguard coastal and global marine re-
sources.

Jose Matheickal, Chief, IMO Depart-
ment for Partnerships and Projects, wel-
comed the countries on board: “Marine 
litter is a scourge on the oceans and 
on the planet. I am delighted that we 
have 30 countries committed to join-
ing this initiative and working with IMO 
and FAO to address this growing issue. 
Their experience and the development 
of best practices will serve as a model 
throughout the world and I look forward 
to seeing results as the project moves 

C ahead,” Matheickal said. 

“Plastic litter has a devastating impact on 
marine life and human health,” said Man-
uel Barange, FAO’s Director of Fisheries 
and Aquaculture.  “This initiative is an 
important step in tackling the issue and 
will help protect the ecosystem as well as 
the livelihoods of those who depend on 
the ocean.”

Ten countries have been confirmed as 
Lead Partnering Countries (LPCs) and a 
further twenty countries have been se-
lected as Partnering Countries (PCs) of 
the GloLitter Project. 

LPCs will take lead roles in their respective 
regions to champion national actions in 
the context of supporting the IMO Action 
Plan on Marine Litter and the FAO Volun-
tary Guidelines for the Marking of Fishing 
Gear. The LPCs and PCs will work togeth-
er, via a twinning working arrangement, to 
build regional support for the project.

The 10 Lead Partnering Countries are: 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, India, 
Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, Madagascar, 
Nigeria and Vanuatu.

The 20 Partnering Countries are: Argen-
tina, Cabo Verde, Columbia, Ecuador, 
Gambia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Pana-
ma, Peru, Philippines, Senegal, Sri Lanka, 
Solomon Islands, Sudan, United Republic 
of Tanzania, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, 
Tonga and Viet Nam.

In the coming months, the Project Coor-
dination Units at IMO and FAO will work 
with LPCs to develop National Work Plans 
tailored to the needs of each country, pro-
vide necessary technical assistance and 
training to implement those plans, and 
facilitate twinning arrangements between 
LPCs and PCs. 

The GloLitter Project will equip the part-
ner countries with knowledge and tools 
that will include guidance documents, 
training material and methodologies to 
help enforce existing regulations. These 
include IMO’s International Convention 
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL) Annex V regulations on the 
prevention of pollution by garbage, which 
prohibits the discharge of plastics (includ-
ing fishing gear) into the sea from ships. 
Another treaty regime, the IMO London 
Convention/London Protocol, regulates 

the dumping of wastes from ships, per-
mitting only certain types of non-harmful 
waste to be dumped. 

The project will also promote compliance 
with relevant FAO instruments, including 
the Voluntary Guidelines for the Marking 
of Fishing Gear, and enhance existing ini-
tiatives, such as the Global Ghost Gear 
Initiative (GGGI).

The project will also look at the the avail-
ability  and adequacy port reception fa-
cilities and their connectivity to national 
waste management systems and develop 
a “model port waste management plan” 
including the concept of the circular 
economy, to be piloted by selected ports 
from participating countries. 

The project will address how to deal 
with abandoned, lost or otherwise dis-
carded fishing gear. There will be pilot 
initiatives with women-led organizations 
active in fisheries to reduce the use of 
plastic in fisheries, fish processing/mar-
keting, and to collect plastic for recycling.

The project will facilitate the establish-
ment of public-private partnerships to 
spur the development of cost-effective 
management solutions for marine plas-
tic litter, including examining how to 
decrease the use of plastics in these in-
dustries and looking at opportunities to 
re-use and recycle plastics.

This work to reduce plastic litter is in line 
with IMO’s Action Plan to address marine 
plastic litter from ships. 

Materials developed by the project will be 
made available on the GloLitter webpage.
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Cyclone Eloise pushes up food insecurity 
 ood and Agricultural 
 Organisation of the United 
 Nations’ (FAO) latest analysis 
released in midJanuary 2021, indicates 
that the number of food insecure people 
for the January to March 2021 period was 
estimated at 2.9 million, slightly above the 
estimated 2.7 million during the October 
to December 2020 period.

The report says most the food insecure 
people are located in rural areas (2.1 mil-
lion) in southern provinces of Inhambane, 
Gaza and Maputo and in the northern 
province of Cabo Delgado. 

According to FAO the increased level of 
food insecurity is the result of droughtin-
duced production shortfalls in southern 
provinces in 2020 and internal displace-
ments in northern provinces due to a 
resurgence of violence in Cabo Delgado 
Province. 

In addition, reduced incomegenerat-
ing opportunities and low remittances 

F due to the pandemicinduced economic 
downturn have contributed to exacerbate 
households’ vulnerability.

The development comes on the backdrop 
of food security situation that was expect-
ed to improve during the AprilSeptember 
2021 period, with a projection of 1.7 mil-
lion people in need of food assistance, 
reflecting increased food availability from 
the main harvest before the landfall of Cy-
clone Eloise in late January.

Cyclone Eloise has affected about 314 
000 people, limiting the extent of season-
al food security improvements. 

Meanwhile, the introduction of new con-
tainment measures in January 2021 to 
slow the spread of the COVID19 pandem-
ic following a recent upsurge in cases, is 
likely to further affect economic activities 
and exert additional pressure on the al-
ready eroded resources of the house-
holds. 

FAO says aggregate cereal import re-
quirements are estimated at nearly 1.5 
million tonnes in the 2020/21 marketing 
year (April/March), slightly above the pre-
vious year and six percent above the five-
year average. 

The report indicates that most of the im-
port needs are related to rice and wheat, 
quantities of which are forecast at near-
average levels of 615 000 and 650 000 
tonnes, respectively. 

The remaining amount is maize, which is 
likely to be sourced from neighbouring 
South Africa. Although the supplies of 
these cereals are estimated to be ample 
in the international markets, the depre-
ciation of the national currency during 
2020 has had a detrimental impact on the 
country’s import capacity and could ex-
ert upward pressure on domestic prices 
during the next months, when supplies 
from local production dwindle and im-
ports cover an increasing share of do-
mestic consumption. 
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Starke Ayres seed now available in Komatipoort

 tarke Ayres is the foremost 
 African specialist and global 
 supplier of premium vegetable, 
flower, lawn and turf grass seed varieties for 
commercial and home garden planting. With 
over 140 years of experience, we remain com-
mitted to continuous growth, innovation, and 
superior customer service. Starke Ayres has a 
significant marketing and distribution network, 
extending from our headquarters in Johannes-
burg, South Africa, to more than 60 countries 
around the world. 

Founded in 1877, Starke Ayres is an expert 
vegetable, flower, and lawn seed provider. We 
specialise in breeding our own seed varieties 
and source only the best available stock from 
our international suppliers. With our headquar-
ters in Johannesburg, South Africa, we are the 
leading vegetable seed supplier in Africa and 
preferred international supplier of premium va-
rieties of seed to the professional grower.

At Starke Ayres, our business focuses strongly 
on after-sales service, assisting farmers to suc-
cessfully grow products that can be taken to 
market. In order to do so, we use a network of 
in-house sales representatives and reputable 
agents worldwide. Demand for our quality seed 

S has led to the establishment of Starke Ayres in 
Kenya, Namibia, and Zambia.

Our commitment to quality has resulted in our 
Quality Assurance Laboratory being accredited 
by the International Seed Testing Association 
(ISTA). Our accredited laboratories have prov-
en their technical competence in carrying out 
seed testing in accordance with the ISTA Rules 
and operate an effective quality management 
system. As a Member Laboratory, Starke Ayres 
is authorized to issue ISTA Orange Internation-
al Certificates. Starke Ayres’ strategic focus is 
on the development of vegetable seed varieties 
that meet and exceed growers’ current vegeta-
ble production needs.

We focus on broadening our genetic base and 
product range to provide the new genetics that 
the market requires.

We endeavour to anticipate future needs 
through strategic alliances with various groups, 
including direct interaction with commercial 
vegetable growers, processors, and vegeta-
ble buyers. Our dedicated breeders, research 
scientists and vegetable researchers located at 
our various research facilities, guarantee that 
our capabilities and research focus areas con-

tinue to expand. While our applied breeding is 
concentrated at our 6 South African research 
stations, Starke Ayres has breeder trial sites 
further north in Africa, as well as in USA, Ar-
gentina, Brazil, Hungary, and New Zealand. 
Disease-resistance and tolerance to abiotic 
stresses are important objectives in all Starke 
Ayres programmes. As a result, many of its 
current commercial vegetable seed variet-
ies are characterized by their uncomplicated 
growability.

Starke Ayres does not research, produce or 
procure any form of Genetically Modified Or-
ganism (GMO) products. In South Africa, all our 
seed is regulated by the Genetically Modified 
Organisms Act of 1997 (GMO Act) and its sub-
sidiary legislation. The GMO Act places exten-
sive restrictions on the research, production, 
and marketing of GMOs.

Guaranteed Quality:

• HIGH GERMINATION
• TRUE TO TYPE
• DISEASE FREE
• SEALED AIRTIGHT 
   TO PRESERVE 
   QUALITY

Starke Ayres seed now available in Komatipoort
19 Rissik St, Komatipoort - Mascor

QUALITY GUARANTEED VEGETABLE SEEDQUALITY GUARANTEED VEGETABLE SEED

ONION
RED CREOLE

CARROT
KURODA

TOMATO
STAR 9062 F1 HYBRID

TOMATO
STAR 9068 F1 HYBRID

CABBAGE
TRONCHUDA

CABBAGE
STAR 3317 F1 HYBRID

ENQUIRIES:  MIMMY.PHAK ATHI@STARKEAYRES.COM •       +27 72 898 0549 •  W W W.STARKEAYRES.COM

On Monday the 3rd of August Starke Ayres opened a new Depot in the Mascor Building in Komatipoort. Only a few kilo-
metres away from the Mozambique and South Africa Border post. This will give the Agroshops and Farmers much easier 
access to Vegetable seeds.
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Cyclone Eloise threatens biodiversity 
and food security 

By BORIS NGOUNOU

 eira, Mozambique’s second 
 largest city, was swept away by 
 a cyclone with a speed of 160 
kilometres per hour (km/h), named Elo-
ise. In addition to the human and material 
damage, the earth’s low-pressure system 
flooded some 142,000 hectares of land, 
threatening biodiversity and food security.

The port city of Beira, located in the Cen-
tral Region of Mozambique, was again 
hit by a cyclone during the night of 22-23 
January 2021. 

According to Mozambique’s National In-
stitute of Meteorology (Inam), the cyclone 
named Eloise, dumped 250 mm of rain on 
the city in the space of 24 hours. 

With wind speeds of up to 160 km/h, the 
land depression system killed six people, 
including a child under the age of 2, ac-
cording to local authorities and rescue 
teams.

“Nearly 7,000 people have been displaced 
and more than 5,000 homes destroyed, 
damaged or flooded,” said the UN Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs (OCHA), which also warned that the 
death toll could rise in the coming days. 
The cyclone has been downgraded to a 
tropical storm and is expected to affect 
other southern African countries, includ-

B ing southern Zimbabwe, northern South 
Africa and eastern Botswana, which have 
already suffered heavy rains and mud-
slides.

Mozambique’s National Institute for Di-
saster Management and Reduction states 
that about 142,000 hectares of agricultur-
al land were destroyed by the cyclone. 
Many plant and animal species have been 
affected in the region, as have people 
who fear losing their crops.

This is the second major cyclone to hit 
Mozambique in two years. The east Afri-
can countries was hit hardest in 2019 by 
Cyclones Idai and Kenneth, which killed 
700 people, affected several million peo-

ple and caused enormous material and 
environmental damage.

Climatic disasters such as cyclones have 
an impact on agriculture. According to the 
international scientific journal Science, 
Southern Africa and South Asia will be the 
two regions of the world where agricultur-
al production will be the most affected by 
climate change by 2030. 

This would lead to food insecurity, which 
in turn could lead to social instability, as 
was already the case in Mozambique in 
2010.

Source: Afrik21
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FAO help fight illegal fishing
 nited Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
 has concluded a deal with Sea, Interior Waters and 
 Fisheries ministries to provide technical support for 
a period of two years (2021-2022), to help the country fight 
non-reported and non-regulated illegal fishing.

“The plan focuses on the revision and improvement of the policy, 
legal, institutional and operational frameworks with a view to fa-
cilitate the implementation of the Agreement of Port States Mea-
sures and strengthen the mechanism to combat illegal fishing 
in Mozambique,” said the FAO representative in Mozambique, 
Hernani Coelho da Silva.

The technical assistance plan to combat illegal fishing will be 
placed in the ports of Beira, Nacala and Maputo, south, center 
and north of the country respectively.

The agreement will allow the country to reduce losses to benefit 
more than 60 percent of population that depends on fishery to 
earn their living.

U Augusta Maita, Minister of the Sea, Interior Waters and Fisheries 
said the technical support will strengthen local efforts and ca-
pacities for an effective fight against illegal fishing.

“By its nature, the Indian Ocean is a place rich in fishing re-
sources that sustain a prosperous fishing industry, which has 
a commercial value that makes it one of the main targets for 
practice of non-reported and non-regulated illegal fishing,” said 
the minister.

The minister praised regional coordination, brotherhood and 
partnership as fundamental for better preparation, efficiency and 
strength to put a stop in non-reported and non-regulated illegal 
fishing and to advance the country’s development process.

FAO’s partnership with the government dates from the 1970s 
and it has been supporting in different sectors namely agricul-
ture, livestock, forest and fishing among others.

General News
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Sowing the seeds of industrial farming
     ith fertile river valleys, 
     expansive coastal lowlands 
     and the prolific Zambezi River 
as a source of irrigation, Mozambique is 
considered a mecca for crop cultivation, 
with climatic conditions catering to a di-
verse range of agricultural products.

Agriculture represents the second-largest 
sector of the Mozambican economy – ac-
counting for more than 25 percent of GDP 
and employing 80 percent of the labour 
force – and is supported by staple crops 
including maize, cassava, rice, nuts, cot-
ton, coffee, sugar and tobacco. Maize 
and cassava, for example, are grown by 
80 percent of all Mozambican small-scale 
farmers and make up more than one-third 
of cultivated land. Yet the sector remains 
confined to subsistence farming largely 
due to a lack of investment, which im-
pedes the development of critical infra-
structure required to extend farming prac-
tices outside of the individual household.

In fact, smallholder farmers in Mozam-
bique account for 95 percent of agricul-
tural production, while roughly 400 com-
mercial farmers – primarily producing 
sugar, soybeans, bananas, rice, vegeta-
bles, nuts, cotton and tobacco – account 
for the remaining five percent. With only 
16 percent of land suitable for farming 
currently being cultivated – combined with 
a 1,500-mile coastline that enables export 
to Middle Eastern and Asian markets via 
ocean ports – Mozambique boasts con-
siderable potential for large-scale, indus-
trialized farming both in-country and for 
regional export.

A key constraint to the development of 
commercial agriculture in Mozambique is 
limited infrastructure: insufficient roads, 
railway and ports, antiquated farm-
ing practices and high vulnerability to 
drought, floods and cyclones, leaving the 
sector susceptible to external shocks.

While discovery of Mozambican gas has 
accelerated energy infrastructure growth 
since commercial reserves were discov-
ered in 2011, domestic transport and lo-
gistics sectors remain underdeveloped, 
leading to longer lead times and higher 
costs associated with storage and ware-
housing. Moreover, limited electricity ac-
cess and high fuel prices – given that the 
country relies on imported refined petro-
leum derivatives – can increase product 
costs by 10-20 percent per kilogram. To 
render small-scale farmers more resilient 
to climate change and improve farming 

W techniques, resource-smart technologies 
such as drip systems, pumps, ultraviolet 
plastic filtration and post-harvest storage 
have been implemented and met with in-
termediate success, yet sustained knowl-
edge and technology transfer remains 
needed.

Despite its considerable export potential 
to the wider region, Mozambique car-
ries a significant trade deficit, importing 
capital-intensive goods such as farming 
and transport equipment, along with pro-
cessed produce, meat and livestock from 
its Southern African Development Com-
munity neighbors. As a result, integrated 
value chains that facilitate the manufac-
turing of cash crops – cashews, tobacco 
and sugar – stand to generate in-country 
value by refining raw agricultural goods 
into consumable products and estab-
lishing domestic and regional consumer 
markets in the process. Improved access 
to financial services and credit – in which 
smallholder farmers and small- and medi-
um-sized enterprises can grow their busi-
nesses and access critical capital for im-
proved farming technologies – would also 
serve to alleviate rural poverty and drive 
financial inclusion.

Ongoing gas monetization initiatives in 
Mozambique have a direct impact on the 
scale and expansion of industrial agricul-
ture in the country, in addition to the po-
tential that gas-to-power offers to power 
irrigation pumps, dry crops, heat green-
houses and so forth.

Under the administration of President 
Filipe Nyusi, natural gas has been po-
sitioned not as an end within itself, but 

rather as a means of generating long-term 
economic diversification, skills devel-
opment and job creation across energy, 
agriculture, agro-processing, manufac-
turing and construction sectors. Presi-
dent Nyusi’s focus on agro-industry and 
agro-chemistry seeks to achieve “zero 
hunger” in the country through the culti-
vation of self-sufficient farming and im-
proved access to infrastructure.

More specifically, natural gas offers the 
ability to reduce costs of food produc-
tion (and importation) and establish 
large-scale industrial farming through 
the development of locally manufactured 
chemical fertilizers. Natural gas – of which 
Mozambique holds 100 trillion cubic feet 
of recoverable reserves – plays an integral 
role in fertilizer production, as it is used as 
a primary raw material for the production 
of liquid ammonia and resulting carbon 
dioxide gas, which is then combined to 
create urea fertilizer.

Fertilization not only improves crop yields, 
but also boosts agricultural profitability 
and nutrient density. With enhanced crop 
efficiency and the early seeds of a down-
stream and manufacturing industry, Mo-
zambique could serve as a regional – and 
even international – player in food produc-
tion and security, a transition facilitated by 
the African Continental Free Trade Area 
that widens the reach of domestic agricul-
ture and industry. For import-dependent 
African countries like Mozambique, food 
and energy security have risen to the fore-
front of the national agenda in the wake of 
COVID-19 and disruptions to regional and 
global supply chains.



                                                                                                                                                                          13   www.moz-agri.com                              MozAgric | April - June 2021                     
              

International News

Fall armyworm worsens hunger among 
small-scale farmers

 he invasive crop pest fall 
 armyworm is well known for its 
 devastating effects on maize 
yields in Africa, but few studies have been 
done on its broader impact on poverty 
levels and food security.

Now a study in Zimbabwe has found that 
smallholder maize-growing households 
blighted by fall armyworm are more likely 
to experience hunger and could see their 
income almost halved in severe cases, 
highlighting the urgency of strategies to 
tackle the pest.

According to the study, estimates from 
12 maize-producing countries in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa including Benin, Cameroon, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Malawi, Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe indicate that without control 
measures, the pest could cause maize 
losses of up to 17.7 million tonnes, trans-
lating into revenue loss of up to almost 
US$5 billion a year.

But researchers say that the negative im-
pacts of the pest are far more than yield 
losses, with the potential to significantly 
impact food security and livelihoods. 

The study, published in Food and En-
ergy Security last month (15 March), 
shows that households affected by fall 
armyworm were 11 per cent more likely 
to experience food shortages, while their 
members had a 13 per cent higher likeli-
hood of going to bed hungry or a whole 
day without eating. It also found that 
found that severe levels of infestation re-

T duced per capita household income by 
44 per cent.

“Our study suggests that the outbreak is 
threatening food security and negatively 
affecting farmers’ livelihoods, hence ur-
gent actions are needed to address the 
menace posed by fall armyworm,” says 
Justice Tambo, the study’s lead author 
and a socio-economist at the Centre for 
Agriculture and Bioscience International 
(CABI, the parent organisation of SciDev.
Net).

According to the study, fall armyworm 
was first reported in Zimbabwe during the 
2016 and 2017 cropping season, and has 
continued to spread in subsequent sea-
sons.

Researchers used survey data from 350 
smallholder maize-growing households in 
six of Zimbabwe’s main maize production 
provinces. Data was collected in Septem-
ber 2018 by CABI in collaboration with 
Zimbabwe Plant Quarantine and Plant 
Protection Research Services Institute.

“We decided to conduct this study to pro-
vide evidence [of] how the fall armyworm 
outbreak is affecting farmers’ livelihoods 
beyond reductions in maize yields,” Tam-
bo says. “While fall armyworm cannot be 
eradicated, taking actions to at least pre-
vent severe level of infestation can signifi-
cantly reduce welfare losses in terms of 
income and food security.”

Boddupalli Prasanna, director of the glob-
al maize programme at the International 

Maize and Wheat Improvement Center, 
tells SciDev.Net that fall armyworm is a 
serious concern to resource-constrained 
smallholders who have multiple challeng-
es to tackle.

“We certainly need to provide effective, 
scalable and affordable technologies to 
the farming communities to combat the 
pest in a sustainable manner. Farmers 
cannot afford to rely on expensive chem-
ical pesticides to and control fall army-
worm,” says Prasanna, who was not in-
volved in the study.

Prasanna adds that there is no single spe-
cific technology that can provide sustain-
able control of a pest like fall armyworm.
“We need to adopt an integrated pest 
management (IPM) strategy, including ef-
fective integration of improved varieties 
with resistance to the pest, environmen-
tally safer pesticides, biological control … 
and good agronomic practices,” he says. 
“We need to [increase] extensive aware-
ness among extension agents and farm-
ing communities about IPM strategy for 
the control of fall armyworm.”

 According to Tambo, the findings have 
implications for policymakers, research-
ers and farmers. Farmers need to adopt 
low-risk pesticides products such as bio-
pesticides, and combine them with safe 
non-chemical options including rotation 
and intercropping with other crops such 
as beans and cassava, he explains.

Source:SciDev.Net
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Global leaders support bold action on climate 
change adaptation for Africa
     n a historic and united show of 
     solidarity for a continent that 
     contributes only five percent to 
global emissions, more than 30 heads of 
state and global leaders committed to pri-
oritize actions that help African countries 
adapt to the impacts of climate change 
and “build forward better.”

Africa now faces the dual onslaught of 
climate change – currently estimated at 
between $7 billion and $15 billion each 
year – and Covid-19, which has claimed 
114,000 lives. The African Development 
Bank expects that the impact of climate 
change on the continent could rise to $50 
billion each year by 2040, with a further 
three percent decline in GDP by 2050.

More than 30 heads of state and global 
leaders rallied behind the bold new Afri-
ca Adaptation Acceleration Program. The 
program’s objective is to mobilize $25 bil-
lion to accelerate climate change adapta-
tion actions across Africa.

President Félix-Antoine Tshisekedi Tshi-
lombo of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, and African Union Chairperson, 
invited his fellow leaders to: “revisit our 
climate ambitions and accelerate the im-
plementation of our actions planned un-
der our national priorities. To do this we 
will need to focus on actions to adapt 
to the impacts of climate change, these 
include nature-based solutions, energy 
transition, enhanced transparency frame-
work, technology transfer and climate fi-

I nance.”

The Africa Adaptation Acceleration Pro-
gram is built to address the impacts of 
Covid-19, climate change, and the con-
tinent’s worst recession in 25 years. This 
is why today’s unprecedented show of 
support for the financing of African adap-
tation is so significant.

According to Ban Ki-moon, the 8th Sec-
retary-General of the United Nations and 
the Chair of the Global Center on Adapta-
tion, “The Covid-19 pandemic is eroding 
recent progress in building climate resil-
ience and leaving countries and commu-
nities more vulnerable to future shocks. 

Africa must make up for lost ground and 
lost time. Climate change did not stop 
because of Covid-19, and neither should 
the urgent task of preparing humanity to 
live with the multiple effects of a warming 
planet.”

President Ali Bongo Ondimba of Gabon, 
and Chair of the African Union-led Africa 
Adaptation Initiative, spoke of Gabon’s 
record in emission reductions. He said 
that Gabon is one of the few countries 
in the world that is carbon positive. “We 
have to insist that equal attention be paid 
to climate adaptation and mitigation in 
climate finance. Africa calls on the de-
veloped nations to shoulder the historic 
responsibility and to join the program to 
accelerate the adaptation in Africa,” Pres-
ident Bongo said.

African Development Bank President Dr. 
Akinwumi A. Adesina said: “With our part-
ners, we intend to mobilize $25 billion in 
financing for the success of the Africa 
Adaptation Acceleration Program. It is 
time for developed countries to meet their 
promise of providing $100 billion annually 
for climate finance. And a greater share of 
this should go to climate adaptation. 

So far, more than 20 trillion dollars have 
gone into Covid-19 stimulus packages 
in developed countries. The International 
Monetary Fund’s plan to issue $650 billion 
of new Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) to 
boost global reserves and liquidity will 
be enormously helpful to support green 
growth and climate financing for eco-
nomic recovery. I applaud the leadership 
of the US government and US Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen, especially, on this 
big push.”

UN Secretary-General António Guterres 
said: “African nations are showing lead-
ership…The Africa Adaptation Accelera-
tion Program, and many other ambitious 
African initiatives, must be empowered to 
fully deliver on their goals.”

Guterres added: “Universal access to 
energy in Africa, a priority in the com-
ing years, could be provided primari-
ly through renewable energy. I call for a 
comprehensive package of support to 
meet these dual objectives by COP 26. It 
is achievable, it is necessary, it is overdue, 
and it is smart.”

International News



                                                                                                                                                                          15   www.moz-agri.com                              MozAgric | April - June 2021                     
              

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said: 
“The United States remains a commit-
ted development partner for Africa and 
a huge supporter of the African Develop-
ment Bank. Africa contributed the least 
to climate change but is suffering the 
worst of its effects. I congratulate the Af-
rican Development Bank and the Global 
Center for Adaptation for developing the 
Africa Adaptation Acceleration Program. 
We support the program… to help ensure 

that together, we can avoid the worst ef-
fects of climate change.”

The Africa Adaptation Acceleration Pro-
gram, as launched by the African De-
velopment Bank and the Global Center 
on Adaptation, revolves around several 
transformative initiatives:

Climate Smart Digital Technologies for 
Agriculture and Food Security aims to 
scale up access to climate-smart digital 
technologies for at least 30 million farmers 
in Africa. The African Infrastructure Resil-
ience Accelerator will scale up investment 
for climate-resilient urban and rural infra-
structure in key sectors. These include 
water, transport, energy, and waste man-
agement for a circular economy. Empow-
ering Youth for Entrepreneurship and Job 
Creation in Climate Resilience will provide 
one million youths with skills for climate 
adaptation and support 10,000 small and 
medium size youth-led businesses to cre-
ate green jobs.  Innovative Financial Initia-
tives for Africa will help close adaptation 
finance gaps, enhance access to existing 
finance and mobilize new public and pri-
vate sector investment.

International Monetary Fund Managing 
Director Kristalina Georgieva said: “As 
well as facing the health and economic 
crisis caused by the pandemic, countries 
in Africa are among the most vulnerable 
to the effects of climate change. Tackling 
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this dual challenge requires putting ad-
aptation at the heart of Africa’s recovery 
– so countries build resilience to climate 
change and spur economic activity. This 
pandemic has shown us the importance 
of investing in people. And that is so, 
so very valuable for Africa, which has a 
fast-growing young population. This be-
gins by improving education, healthcare, 
and food security, and in that context, I 
warmly welcome the Africa Adaptation 
Acceleration Program.”
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Abeco challenges farmers to save water
     ith 40 years leading the way 
     with their water banks, 
     Abeco Tanks has challenged 
the local farming community to have a 
constant unchanging mind-set to save 
water even through the rainy season. 
Abeco Tanks has been instrumental in 
supplying water storage tanks throughout 
Africa, supporting agriculture and mining 
industries, which are the pillars of the Afri-
can continent’s developing countries.

The company has bemoaned that the lo-
cal is f is facing a severe water crisis and 
the impact on the country’s economy and 
people is devastating, due to lack of de-
velopment of their water infrastructure, 
citing that Agriculture contributes to over 
25 percent of the GDP, 75 percent of the 
population do not have access to ade-
quate sanitation and crops are unable to 
grow.

The Chief Operations Officer (COO) of 
Abeco Tanks Mannie Ramos Jnr believes 
that the country should all be taking a 
proactive stance towards saving water as 
a backup.

“It is a vicious circle because due to the 
lack of development and maintenance 
there is less water for agriculture which is 
a big contributor to the country’s income. 
It contributes over 25 percent to the GDP 
of Mozambique,” said Ramos Jnr.

He further highlighted that the country is 
exposed to climate risks one of which is 
prolonged periods of drought, emphasiz-
ing that without a constant and steady 
water supply industries cannot produce 
efficiently and are put at risk.

Meanwhile Abeco’s water tanks alleviate 
the risk by being a back-up water supply 
to business, industry and agriculture, as 
well as a solution to provide communities 
with easier access to water. Abeco, a pri-
vate company with funding partners like 
Global Capital empowerment fun, Inves-
tec Private Capital and equity stakehold-
ers, has attained an excellent reputation 
over the years in Africa, the Middle East 
and Central America. Currently Abeco has 
installed water tanks across the country in 
Tete, Palma, Inhambane, Tambara, Fing-
oe, Motaze where it has clients such as 
City Lodge Maputo, AMA Resettlement 
village and Marracuene Brewery. In addi-
tion, they have the engineering capability 
to manufacture any tank required to fit 
into any space and are a trusted supplier 
of steel water tanks.

W
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Case IH appoints Agrimach Zambia its new 
dealer 
 grimach Zambia Limited has 
 been appointed as the new Case 
 IH dealer for Zambia, provid-
ing sales and service support for a wide 
range of Case IH equipment and machin-
ery.

Customers throughout Zambia will bene-
fit from purpose-built dealership facilities 
in both Lusaka, the country’s business 
capital, and Mkushi, Zambia’s farming 
hub. The facilities include a showroom, 
workshop and parts department.

Agrimach has recruited dynamic new 
team members as well as retaining the 
management team from the previous 
Zambian Case IH dealership, combining 
trusted experience in Case IH agricultural 
machinery sales and servicing with a pas-
sion for customer satisfaction.

The new dealer was founded in Decem-
ber 2020 by Gregg Badcock, Michael 

A Woolley, Phillip Iwan Evans, David Bad-
cock, and Jeremy Badcock.

Agrimach Sales Director, Michael Wool-
ley, said he is delighted to be working with 
Case IH.

“We are proud to be working with Case 
IH, with 179 years of experience in the 
business, the quality of the brand is ex-
cellent,” he said. “Case IH offers a wide 
range of machines, enabling us to provide 
tailored solutions to our customers.”

“Case IH’s parts availability and technical 
support on everything from the oldest to 
the latest models ensures I can confiden-
tially sell a machine that will be a reliable, 
long-term investment for a customer’s 
business for many years to come,” he 
said.

Agrimach Board Chairman, Gregg Bad-
cock, said Agrimach takes a proactive 

and hands-on approach to service de-
livery, with customer satisfaction at the 
heart of their business.  

“Our highly motivated, well-trusted and 
dynamic team will offer customers first-
class sales and service facilities through-
out Zambia,” he said.

“We make sure our customers’ machines 
are up and running when they are need-
ed, and that their maintenance costs are 
reduced through our proactive mainte-
nance programs at the beginning and end 
of each season.”

An official dealership launch will soon be 
held with key Case IH representatives, 
distinguished guests from across the 
country, and government officials joining 
the Agrimach team to celebrate the oc-
casion. Strict COVID-19 safety measures 
will be adhered to at the event.
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Small efforts can protect farmers from 
pesticides By JOSEPH GOEB*
 isclosure statementVegetable 
 production, tomato production 
 in particular, is an important 
source of income for many smallholder 
farmers in Zambia. It can provide them 
with gross margins that are much high-
er than maize, the dominant field crop. 
But these higher returns come with nearly 
ubiquitous crop loss risks from pests.

Two commonly reported pests are boll-
worms and nematodes. These can dra-
matically reduce the amount of tomatoes 
that meet quality standards.

To address this, farmers in Zambia are 
starting to use more pesticides. A trend 
that can be seen in many African coun-
tries, such as Ethiopia and Uganda.

Zambian farmers have access to and 
often apply several extremely toxic pes-
ticides including Monocrotophos, Metha-
midophos, and Umet. This subjects them 
to acute and chronic health risks.

I witnessed the rapid increase in pesti-
cide use while living in rural Zambia. But 
with limited government resources avail-
able for agricultural extension, there was 
almost no formal education or advice 
offered to farmers. They were learning 
about toxicity – and the corresponding 
health and environmental risks of pesti-
cides – through experience.

My colleagues and I carried out a 
study over  seven months that explored 
whether farmers changed their pesticide 
choices to less toxic options or adopted 
risk-mitigating technologies (such as pro-
tective gloves or masks) based on new in-
formation. We conducted this study with 
512 tomato farmers.

Our research showed that small, practi-
cal messaging campaigns on pesticide 
toxicity can lead farmers to choose saf-
er, less-toxic pesticides in place of more 
harmful chemicals.

These training programs may be an at-
tractive alternative to larger, more expen-
sive efforts. They can have large, tangible 
benefits for the environment, farmer in-
comes and health, while also being rela-
tively low-cost and easy to implement.

Pesticides have well-documented en-
vironmental externalities; they can con-
taminate soils and waterways, and neg-

D atively affect fish and other non-target 
organisms. Further, pesticides have many 
health risks including severe, long-term ill-
nesses like Parkinson’s disease and neu-
ropsychological effects.

But from a farmer’s perspective, high use 
rates of pesticides are easily explained by 
increasing farm profits as a result of re-
duced damage from pests and diseases.
But there are ways in which farmers can 
continue to use pesticides while protect-
ing themselves.

Pesticides all have toxicity classifications 
which summarise the potential threat they 
pose to human and environmental health. 
Less toxic pesticides pose smaller risks 

and, in many cases, these risk differences 
across toxicity classes are tremendous.
For instance, in Zambia, farmers faced 
with pest damage on a crop typically 
have multiple pesticide options to choose 
from. Each of these may have similar effi-
cacy in controlling their pest problem, but 
different toxicity classifications.

Generally speaking, over the past 30 
years pesticides are being created to de-
liver the same or greater efficacy but at 
lower toxicity levels. This means that, by 
simply by choosing the less toxic option, 
farmers can more often reduce the health 
risks to themselves and the environment 
without compromising on the benefits in 
pest protection.
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Farmers can also reduce their health risks 
from working with pesticides by wearing 
personal protective equipment which lim-
its their exposure to the chemicals. How-
ever, there’s evidence from various coun-
tries including Zambia that shows that 
farmers rarely wear them.

The literature often calls for better infor-
mation to help improve farmer pesticide 
safety. So we wanted to see if a small in-
tervention would help.

We worked closely with local government 
extension agents from the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock to design and 
implement a low-cost farmer-to-farmer 
training programme. This taught farmers 
about pesticide toxicity, personal protec-
tive equipment, pest-control properties, 
and other safety information.

To assess the impact of information, we 
conducted interviews before and after 
training. These collected data on farm-
er knowledge, pesticide use, and safety 

practices. We also collected data on pes-
ticide choices and identified how much 
farmers were willing to pay for protective 
gear.

Even before the training, farmers demon-
strated a solid knowledge of general pes-
ticide risks. They also knew of protective 
equipment and how to limit their expo-
sure. But there was a clear knowledge 
gap in pesticide toxicity though not exact-
ly where we might have expected.

Farmers did not underestimate pesticide 
health risks, they over-estimated them 
for many products by perceiving all pesti-
cides to be equally and extremely danger-
ous. We often heard the phrase “poison is 
poison”. This implied that, to many farm-
ers, using less-toxic pesticides had near 
zero benefits as the perceived health and 
environmental risks were the same across 
toxicity classifications.

Our results show that the training im-
proved farmer knowledge of pesticide 
toxicity and corrected the misconception 
that all pesticides are equally toxic. More 
importantly, the programme led to be-
haviour change with more farmers opting 
for less toxic products.

However, the training had an insignificant 
effect on demand for personal protective 
equipment. This is because it’s uncom-
fortable to use (particularly in hot cli-
mates), costs money and they don’t last 
long. Farmers were reluctant to pay this 
recurring expense, even though it was rel-
atively small.

In contexts similar to this, where farmers 
have access to many pesticide products, 
poor access to extension services and a 
weak understanding of the relative health 
risks across toxicity classes, we encour-
age governments and NGOs to consider 
similar, low-cost extension programmes.

These will help to improve farmer knowl-
edge when it comes to pesticide toxicity 
and promotes substitution to less toxic 
products.

Joseph Goeb is a research associate 
at the Michigan State University. He 
completed his PhD in the same depart-
ment in 2017 where his dissertation 
won “Dissertation of the Year” and was 
a finalist for the Carl K. Eicher Award 
from the International Association of 
Agricultural Economists (IAAE).*
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Insight & Analysis

Why industrial fishing companies shouldn’t 
manage the oceans By LOUISA CASSON*
      ndustrial fishing is emptying our 
      seas of life – ripping up seabeds, 
      decimating wildlife populations and 
threatening food security for local com-
munities. 

So why governments are still hoping that 
they can solve the ocean crisis in discus-
sions dominated by destructive fishing 
interests?

Just one percent of the global oceans 
are properly protected from harmful in-
dustry, while 93 percent of fish popula-
tions are either overfished or on the brink 
of it. That means fish aren’t able to re-
produce fast enough to make up for how 
much industry is taking out of the oceans 
– there are no longer ‘plenty more fish in 
the sea’.

Business as usual has failed our oceans. 
Right now, the health of our oceans is in 
the hands of a network of organisations 
that all have different interests – industri-
al fishing, mining or shipping. What these 
siloed organisations have in common is 
that they all focus on how to exploit the 
oceans – not to protect them. No one is 
taking the big picture view of what our 
oceans need.

One of these organisations, the Indian 
Ocean Tuna Commission, met this week. 
Around a third of the global catch of yel-
lowfin tuna happens in the Indian Ocean – 
and since 2015 has been officially classi-
fied as overfished. The harmful impact of 
overfishing out in the global oceans falls 

I hardest on low impact fishing communi-
ties in island nations like Mauritius and 
the Seychelles. Their sustainable small 
fishing boats are left with empty nets as 
massive factory ships grab ever more fish 
from further out at sea.   

Five years ago, governments agreed on 
a recovery plan for yellowfin tuna – but 
data suggests that industrial fishing has 
actually increased since governments put 
this plan in place. Indian Ocean yellowfin 
tuna so far shows no signs of recovery. 
Scientists are warning that if this broken 
approach continues, the yellowfin tuna 
population could collapse by 2024. 

After failing to do anything about this last 
year, government delegations logged on 
to Zoom this week to agree what to do 
next. 

The problem is pretty clear: they failed 
to agree on anything.  The European 
Union and the influence of industrial fish-
ing companies from France and Spain 
blocked agreement on conservation mea-
sures in order to protect their profits at 
the expense of our oceans and the peo-
ple and wildlife that rely on them. In ef-
fect, governments have given destructive 
fishing companies the green light to carry 
on exploiting people and marine life in the 
Indian Ocean. 

And it’s not just yellowfin tuna that are 
threatened by this reckless approach: 
this failure to limit destructive fishing also 
means that populations of vulnerable 

species like sharks are plummeting in the 
region, while the fishing industry contin-
ues to wreak havoc on the wider ocean 
ecosystem. 

This week’s latest failure is yet another 
sign that we can’t rely on the status quo 
to deliver transformational change. Creat-
ing change means taking action. 

We need your help to tell governments 
that something’s got to change. Big time. 
A new Global Ocean Treaty would enable 
governments to create ocean sanctuar-
ies across the global oceans to give sea 
creatures the chance to recover, free from 
the pressures of mining, pollution and de-
structive fishing. Governments are negoti-
ating this new treaty at the United Nations 
this year – but the fisheries industry and 
governments close to it continue to lobby 
for a weak treaty that would be toothless 
to stop the plunder of the oceans.

We need to be louder than them, and stop 
politicians getting away with allowing 
ocean destruction to continue. A strong 
Global Ocean Treaty would help better 
protect places like the Indian Ocean, giv-
ing coastal communities and marine life a 
chance against destructive fisheries and 
other ocean threats. Join the millions of 
people who are calling for a Global Ocean 
Treaty.

*Louisa Casson is an Oceans Cam-
paigner at GPUK.



                                                                                                                                                                          21   www.moz-agri.com                              MozAgric | April - June 2021                     
              



 22                                                                                                                                                                                                             MozAgric | April - June 2021                                             www.moz-agri.com


